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As this work sprang from an idea I had about fifteen years ago, I have incurred many debts whilst researching and writing it. However, I hope that I thanked colleagues, librarians, students and friends for their help as they gave it, and that they will forgive me not repeating it here. Institutions, however, are impersonal, so can be recognised only in print for their generosity. I am grateful to the University of Wales, Bangor for its supportive working environment, and for regular periods of leave whilst writing this work. I was honoured to be a visiting scholar in the history department of Brown University in 2004: this permitted steady progress in one of America's finest schools. I spent a similarly rewarding period at the Huntington Library in San Marino, California in 2001. I was grateful for a research fellowship from that body, as are the many other recipients of its support. In 2003-4, a research fellowship from the Leverhulme Trust provided funds to replace my teaching, and allowed me to believe the book might be finished. The trust's understanding of the needs of scholarship is exemplary, and many more people than me are indebted to it. Finally, the Arts and Humanities Research Council provided resources for a sabbatical to finish this work. I thank the council, and applaud its commitment to study-leave as a major stream of its research funding. I am grateful to Blenheim Palace for permission to reproduce the detail of the Blenheim Tapestry on the cover of this book. This work is dedicated to my husband. 
